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By Robert Dimmick, Chairman of the Reading Disseldorf Association

This document is based on a talkhe History of Reading Society Wednesday 19 March 2009
This version includes some téxat wasomitted from the talk for reasons of spaa@nd copies of
photographs and documents included in the Powerpoint presentation

Introduction

Good evening, and thank you for inviting me to talk to you about the history of the friendship
between Readig and Disseldorf and of the Reading Duisseldorf Association.
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life, but the one was O Level history. aGAft NBFff& R2y QiU edmyaRagedE (| Yy R
to undermine my natural inquisitiveness and interest in how things come about. But after that, |

studied maths, and he resignedi 2 6 S02YS 2yS 2F |1 SNJ alaSaieqQa Lya
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who were involved, to look through the original archives of the Association, and to search the

internet for information. | can see how people can get drawn in to history, and | only wish | had time
todoit N LISNI & & b2gl RFrea AGQa OSNEB Slhae (2 2271 dz
unreliable source Wikipedia, and follow from one thing to another in order to get the last exact

detail that either proves your guess about the past, or disproves iast likely leads you up a

blind alleyleading to no firm conclusion
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doing this for about seven years, having been Secretary before that since WR8®.other people
have been involved far longer

I moved to Reading in 1980, and | was very active in politics, so in 1984 | became a member of the
Borough Council. | think it was probably thé"4niversary celebrations of the link that got me
interestedin it. When | knew that | was likely to become Mayor | realised that | would inevitably
have some involvement with the Association, and would need to prepare. At about the same time
both my children were learning German at school, and | decided to kane as well.
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guests from Dusseldorf to stay with us. The next year | visited Dusseldorf for the first time with the
Churches Interchange, a couple of weaker becoming Mayor. | had two other visits there during

my year, which | think is a recom recent years In 1992 | decided not to stand for the Council

FAFAYS a2 A0 srayQild (22 &dzZNLINARaAAY3I GKIFIG L gFa | a&
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Summary
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Dusseldorf and its history. | then plan to go into detadwthow our friendship began, where |

K2LJS L OFy Ldzi a2YS FlLaoAylrdAy3a Fr0Oda |yR LIS2 LI S
which things have changed over the years, and finally describe wiegre now and try to give a

historical perspectig about it all.

So, the overview.

¢tKS tAyl 0S06SSYy wSIRAY3 yR 5NaasStR2NF AayQd |
very first international links between Britain and Germany to be established after the second world
war. It began when th€olonelof the Royal Berkshire Regiment told the Mayor of Reading about
the suffering of people in Dusseldorf, who were on less than starvation rations, living inverins,
short of clothingand generally in a desperate state. The Mayor, Phoebe Cusesgonded by
organising shipments of aid, by visiting Disseldorf in August 194Byangiting six German

children to stay in Reading for three montims1948 These exchanges of young people continued in
various ways until 1992. There were also exges between other groups and clubs and societies
and organisations, which reached their peak in the 1980s and 1990s but have dropped off more
recently. Nevertheless, we are still an active organisation encouraging and supporting others to
make contacts vth Disseldorf.

We believe that we have the longelsisting link between British and German towns. Our nearest
rivals are the links between Oxford and Bonn and between Bristol and Hannover, which also started
in 1947. In many ways we think our link isque; it certainly broke the ground for many other links

in this country and abroad.

¢t2 OStSONIGS FYyA@SNEINARSAT 6S O2dzyi FNBW t K250 S
before every birth there is a period of gestation.
About Dusseldorf

[ Ssielyou a bit about Dusseldorf.
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It is one of the major cities @dermany its population is just over half a millipmaking it the ninth
largestp ¢CKS yIYS YSIya candihé Dussd 8 a &y smalkriSer, halraudhS f €
bigger than he Holy Brook that runs behind this building, and certainly smaller than the Kennet. It
lies on the east bank of the Rhine, about 25 miles from the Dutch border at Venlo. Just to the north
is the Ruhr valley with cities lik@ortmund, Esserand Duisburgwhich are almost a continuous
conurbation and each of them is similar in size to Disseldé&wrther south, or upstream on the

Rhine, are Kéln (Cologne), Bonn and Koblenz.

During classical Roman times, the imperial border was on the Rhine, and-bari&fcities like

Cologne are Roman foundations. Dusseldorf on the right bank is not, although there was a major
Roman camp at Novaesium, now Neul3, just across the river. Disseldorf is thus on the western edge
of the part of Germany where ancient Romever went. It is also close to the major cultural

divisions between the north and south of Germamydialect division runs just to the south, and the
religious boundary between Protestants and Catholics is a little to the north.

I SNBEQa | N tDeedrbest Kddnd inkaditdnt of the Dusseldorf area:
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TheNeander valley, where Neanderthal Man was foun@pisut 10 miledo the east. The valley
was named after Joachim Neander, a young Lutheran pastor in Diisseldorf in the"latentdry
who enjoyed the beauty of the area and wrote many wiatiown hymns.
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More recentlythan Neanderthal Manthere are signs of human occupation from the New Stone Age
about 4500 BC, and from the Bronze and Iron Ages.

Dusseldorf dates its civic existents&ck to the battle of Worringeon 5 Junel288,shown in this
mural from the Council House:
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when the Disseldorfers and the Count of Berg established their independence of the Archbishop of
Cologne and Count Adolf V gave the city its chart&usseldorand Cologne still regard themselves

as rivals. Gradualyusseldorbecame a small town, and the Counts of JuBehwgCleves made

their residence there. The peak of its importance as a regional capital came when the Wittelsbach
family inherited the duby.

W
17
it

TheElector Johann Wilhelm 1l who reigned from 1690 to 1716, contemporary with William o
Orange and Queen Anne, wagreat art lover.Diisseldorfers know him as Jan Wellem and

e = - \ ",
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remember him with great affectionBut when he died childless, and Bisccessor inherited the
ONRgYy 2F . FQINAIZT (GKS 2A0GStaolOKa Y2@SR (2 adz/A
with them, and it is the basis of the Alte Pinakothek in Munich.

At the start of the 18 century, Napoleon occupied Diisseldorf and mitca local capital, but after
his fall the area was given to the kingdom of Prussia and so ruled from BEmnimwas the period of
two famous residents, the poet Heinrich Heiared the composer Robert Schumann.

After a period of poverty the i began to benefit from the Industrial Revolution, and in 1870 a

railway bridge was built over the Rhine. The first road bridge followed in,J8%Pbetween 1880

and 1900 the population more than doubledrollowing the First World War it experienced a

w2NJ] SNEQ YR a2f RASNA QindliBrees 4 felminforthg BtetR@SFtieh ppS R 6 & N
2F GKS RSYAfTAGFINRASR WKAYSEtIFYR dzyGAf | Adf SND&a NB

5dz2NAy 3 GKS blETA LISNA2R 5NaasSt R2NFQa SamieNA Sy 0S4
the synagogue was destroyed in 1938:

In the Second World Wdébiisseldorfvas one of the many targets for bombing by the RAF, with a
raid by 156 Halifax bombers on an oil refinery in February 18we than 5000 residents died from

air raids during the war When American forces approached the frityn the east, having already
crossed the Rhinea group of citizens tried to arrange an unopposed entry. The Nazis shot some of
them, but others were able to make contact and avoid tb#al destruction of the city.
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and only 10% remained undamaged. The rubble was estimated at ten million cubic metres. All the
bridges, most of the roadsnd much of the sewerage system were destroyed. In the immediate

postwar period, food and clothing were in very short supply, and there was a flood of refugees from
German populations in eastern Europe. Although civilian populations in all countri€sNEfR > A (1 Q&
likely that the worst suffering was experienced by those on the losing side.

Here are some photos showing various places in Disseldorf before the war, about the end of the
war, and after rebuilding.

First, the Schlof3turm, which is the last paftthe original castle that was left after the Napoleonic
wars. It is justto the north of the Rathaus, next to the Rhine.

And here is the Kdnigsallee with oakthe largest shops, Kaufhof.
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After VE Day, Germany was divided into four occupation zones, and Disseldorf was in the British
zone. Each zone was subdivided into what became the Lander of prd@gg@ermany. In the

middle of 1946 a British catet committee decided that Diisseldorf should be the capital of the new
state of North RhinéVestphalia. That went down very well in Dusseldorf, probably less so in
Cologne.

Since the war Dusseldorf has developed rapidly, changing from a coal and steathet like

Sheffield into a centre for business, communications, insurance and fashgwell as its twinning
with Reading, it now has similar links with Moscow, Warsaw, Chongging, and Haifa, and also with
Chemnitz in Saxony which it linked to whérat city was called KaMarx-Stadt.

The Cast

At this point, | would like to introduce some of the people who play a more or less important part in
the story.

Qa LJ NI tprabably Iiad stand effett ovhatBapgened.f f ~ o6 dzi A

S
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Konrad Adenauer was later the first Chancellor of West Germany, but at this point he had been fired
as Mayor of Cologne by the British occupation autiesj and was taking the lead in forming the
CDU, the German Christian DemocraticPary§ Q& £ a2 | oA G LI I @ SN®

This picture probably dates from about 40 years afterwards, so you might find iteeasgognise

We know him as Lord Longford, but at thiame he was Lord Pakenharand | will use that title in

this talk Hehad stood for Oxford in 1945 as the Labour candidate, but failed to beat Quintin Hogg.
LYYSRAIFGStE@ FFUSNI GKS StSOGA2y 2yS 2F fcta FTNRASYR
GKIF G CNI vyl t1I 1Sy Ksixtheai of bodgoidkvéaddhildldsk, &enif Rekeghham

ever got into the Commongny career thahe might havethere would beendedwhen he

succeeded to the earldom. There were 16 Labour peers at thedimhef 831, so Attlee took the

hint and gave Pakenham a peerage in his own right. By late 1946 he was a junior minister in the War
Office, speaking in the Lords about occupied Germany.

LOQR 0S5 &dzNLINK atfifmai T e2dz NBO23yAiasSR
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Hewent to the same shool as | did, some fifty years before me. lided at Brimpton, a few miles

gSaid 2F wSIRAyYy3O® | Aad LlzofAdKAY3 K2dzaS 61 a NBalLR
bookshelves, in distinctive yellow dysickets. He was well known on the leftaaflitics. He was a

Jew who campaigned for fair treatment for Germans after the war. His name was Victor Gollancz.

Major-General Collins was the Colonel of the Royal Berkshire Regitueng and immediately after
the Second World War. He wlsrn inReading in 1880, and joined the regiment in 188y
September 1939 he was C.B., C.M.G., D,%.€yion of Honour, Croix de Gueargd on retirement

pay. He became Colonel of the Regiment on 6 April 1940, and reached the retirement age on 25
February 942, but continued as Colonel until 22 November 19B6m 1942 he was Civil Defence
Commissioner for the Southern Region of England.

And finally, the founder of the Reading Dusseldorf Association:
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Phoebe Cusden was the Mayor of Reading from Novemb& i®November 1947. But she had
done a lot of other things. Before thérst World War she had been an active trade unionist in the
Post Office, and helped to run holiday camps for hundreds of depgiredand boys She was a
founding member of the @ding Labour Parly & G I NII SR A (i aancewahvhérfi@and{ SOG A 2 y
Albert was responsible for a very successful party newspapeRd#aeling CitizenShe was very
committed to nursery education, worked for some years as organising secretary of therjdur
Schools Association, and wrote the standard warknarsery schools at a time when psehool
education was just beginning. She became a paaifidtlater a Quakerand was very much
committed to peace and reconciliation. Phoebe served on the BoaRbor Law Guardians, and
stood for the Council and for Parliameand was elected a Councillor in 193llnmediately after
the Second World War she-established the local branch of the Save the Children Fund

LQY 3JA2Ay 3 (2 KI O& Phoebd ddiin refaon th Gemahymiddaiisseférf during

her year as Mayor. You might get the impression she did nothing else. That would be totally wrong;
she seems to have been extremely active in all the routine duties of a Mayor, as well as telefng
efforts in the serious flooding of early 1947.

WhenPhoebe Cusdebecame Mayor, she appointed her daughter Barbara as Mayoress

LQY 3IfIR (2 &aleé GKFd . FNDBFNY A& EtAGS YR Sttt |
taken befores6 06 SOl YS al @2NBaaz akKS R2SayQd t221 GKFG |
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One other person should be mention&t whom | have no pictures.

William Asbury was originally a local Labour politician in Sheffigld,deputy regional
commissioner responsible for Reading during ttrar, and then became regional commissioner for
North RhineWestphalia based in Dusseldorf

Origins of the Link

| GAYy3 AYGNRRdZOSR (KS Olaidsz fSGQa GStf (GKS

Bhaoe  oBEsEInis  ASsoCiadIon

Period ending 3ota Septecter, 1343,
] Hld T UHGAN

This ropert covers G
Tllaseldor I

of faod, cichh
npe Jow Comaitbteo,

. N
[ . Council the Oberdl
swprossed &

t K28068Q4 26y | 002dzyiiz 3IAGSY Ay (GKS TAidhEwas ! yydzh €

like this:

Some weeks before Christmas 1946, the then Mayor of Reading (Mrs. Phoebe Cusden) was
asked to launch a Christmas appeal for food, clothing and sweets for German children. This
she gladly consented to do and a letter was sent to thallpcess asking for contributions.

A meeting was held in the Council Chamber at which Major General Collins of the Royal
Berkshire Regiment, who had just returned from Germany, and Mr. Victor Gollancz
described conditions in that country. Both made mowapgeals for food and clothing and
General Collins himself brought a sackful of boots and shoes which he had personally
collected from amongst his friends. There was a generous response to the appeal and many
parcels of food, clothing and toys were desgiagd to Germany through the Save Europe

Now Committee.

A subsequent suggestion that Reading might 'adopt’ a German town was taken up. It met
with the warm approval and support of the Minister for German Affairs (Lord Pakenham)
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and the Regional Commissiarfer North RhineWestphalia, (Mr. William Asbury) who was
well-known to Reading residents as Deputy Regional Commissioner for the South Midland
Region of England during the war.

Dusseldorf, Mr. Asbury's Headquarters, was chosen and arrangements weregonaice
Mayor and Mayoress, with Mr. A. E. Cusden, to visit that city in August, 1947.

2S5Q0@S lfglea (K2dAKIG GKI G (-Geberad Golindohly aifewieksOl YS Y
before he ceased to be Colonel of the regimeMy researches suggehat others also played a
major part.

As early as September 1945, Phoebe Cusden had written a letter to the Spectator saying that British
people would willingly receive children from Europe into their homes, evesnexnies, if children

could be so call So she had clearly been thinking along these lines for some time. In her speech
when she became Mayor, on 9 November 1946, she suggestethihakchange visits with

Zaandam in Hollanthat had already startednight be extended more widely, even ta-enemy

countries.

hy ¢ b2@SY0oSNI mpncx 2dzald GKNBS RIFIeda 0ST2NB tK2So
ALISSOK Ay 6KAOK KS OFfftSR DSN¥YlFyeée alF GNIX3IAO YSaa
response fronVictor Gollancz in thBlewsChroniclea few days later, where @1 f t SR G KS & LISS
Y2RSt 27F FSSo0 fréyr@ditidat peoplRin Didaéldotf weiediing on between 400 and

1000 calories per day, and said that 400 was half the Belsen rate. Gollancz had already toured
DSENX¥IYyes FYR KFER T2dzyRSR 'y 2NHIyA&FGA2Y yIYSR 4

I NBOSYy(d o6A23INILKE 2F [2NR tIF1S8yKIY RSaONARGSa (K

G2 KSy KS ot {SYKFY8 RA&ZO2OSNBR GKIFIG GKSNB gl 2
was allowinghe Germans to starve, he wrote to Clement Attlee expressing his own

difficulty in defending the government position unless steps were taken to improve the

situation. The Prime Minister, if he had not already realized, saw that he had a tender

conscience o his hands. He summoned his young minister and listened with interest to his

plea, but little changed over the severe winter of 19¢8p ¢

Within three weeks after her installation as Mayor, Phoebe Cusden wrote to the local press

appealing for food and cthing for German childrenShe said later on that this request came from

General Collins. If it did, | wonder why he made it at that moment. Did he receive orders from Lord
Pakenham, or even from Bevin or Attlee, to get something happening that wowddrde good for

GKS DSNXIyYy LIS2LX S a ¢Stf a NBaLRyRAy3a (2 GKS
looked into that guess, but maybe a more competent historian would like to investigate it. Or, of

course, General Collins may independently hiawen moved by the suffering he could see all

around his headquarters in Dusseldorf. And did Phoebe also have direct contact that early with Lord
Pakenham, whom she already knew well, or with Victor Gollancz, who lived only a few miles away?

I SNBQaterrK SNJ £ S
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act as such kindly communicale imme-
dintely with either :— o
. M. 'Kem‘?. 17, Craven Rowd,
Roacing: Mrs, L. Harris, 9™, South-
1 am . Sirect, Mnﬁ or Mrs, J

Eﬁg 157, Kentwood HiH, Tilehurw,
s s .

Donations will be weicome, however
small, sod these should be addresaed
0 me at the Town Hall,

A mwoting will be he'd in the Coun-
¢il Chamber, Town Hall, Reading, on
December 6th, at 630 pn, and #
rbqﬁed U‘Ia ot ioteremied in (he schemne
will attend.

Yours fthhluf!p
PHGEBE E. CUSDEN,
Mayor of Readiog.

PHOEBE EUSDEN

fons willing to |-

Sir; Now that permission has been granted for the
dispatch of food parcels to Germatym sure that
most people will welcome an opportunity of sending
a little Christmas cheer to the unfortunate children in
the British zone of Germany, who canria held
responsible in any way for the guilt of the Nazi party.

It might be difficult for any one family to send an

entire parcel, whereas they would be willing to

contribute one or two articlesTherefore, a

collection of foodstuffs is being organisaedder the

GAGES Ga¢KS al@2NRa 2AyGSNI/ 2¢f
OK A f R &Beyl tést earnestly for the utmost

generosity, which will create a feeling of goodwiill

between ourselves and the recipients, so necessary

- to future peace.All food, clothing and money

02ttt SOGSR oAttt 0SS RAAGNRAOGIzGSH
b2¢é CamnpRieularly anxious to ensure that

a good many parcels should arrive in time for
Christmasand | ask that readers who are willing to
contribute should send a postcard to me at thevo
Hall in order that | may arrange for the gifts to be
collected. The scheme will continue throughout the
winter, however, and a large body of helpers will be
required to act as Ward organisers, collectors, sorters
and packers. Will individuals and orgsations

willing to act as such kindly communicate
immediately with either-:

Mrs. M. Kemp, 17, Craven Road, Reading; Mrs. L.
Harris, 94, Southampton Street, Reading, or Mrs. J.
Kirk, 157 Kentwood Hill, Tilehurst, Reading.

Donations will be welcome, howewrsmal] and
these should be addressed to me at the Town Hall.

A meeting will be held in the Council Chamber, Town
Hall, Reading on December 6th, at 6.30 p.m., and it is
hoped that all interested in the scheme will attend.

Yours faithfully,

Mayor of Reading.

08/05/2009
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Initial reactions

The appeapot a mixed response. The Berkshire Chronicle published an editorial saying:

GLG 62dz R 6S dzyINI OA2dza 2y 2dzNJ LI NI G2 aSS1
circle the globe on the feast tfie Nativity, and our own Dickens would be by to chide us in

this connection. But there are deeper issues than sympathy and greater causes than
4dz002dz2NAy3 | o6SaidAlt SySyvyeo X 2SS AGAtt Ol yy
what to us may pss as neighbourly solicitude is mistaken by him as masterly interference.

X 2S5 a2yYSiAaySa KI@S 3INI PGS R2dzoia 6KSGKSNI GKS
creeds in our own country so lavishly broadcast, is as real as it is made out to be. kde see

reason why the children of a nation who suffered so much in war, should be called upon for

further sacrifices from their slender resources to give our late enemies another reason to

3A0S G 2dzNJ F2ffeo «a

Ly GKS ySEG 68581 Q& Alatdrsz8nsunududl iMBe nontbétBFour af therNB | R S N&
supported the editor, two supported Phoebe. A week after that, there was a response backing

Phoebe from a 1§earold boy. BothMajor-General Collins and Victor Gollancz &ldrd SR t K2 S0 S Q
meeting, and many people offered to help

The collection was very successful. On 17 January 1947 the Berkshire Chronicle reported a total of
£79 12s 2d, 1000Ib of food, 150 parcels andddks of clothing and shoes. A little more money
trickled in later, making eotal of £93 2s 2d by 7 March.

Why Dusseldorf and Reading?

By March 1947, OO2 NRA Yy 3 (2 t Khe8aaNVSIORS oA 2WHINT YLIKISINED S  LINE Y A 3
Diisseldorf. Whil¢hat decision is obviously very interestingto usQ @S y 20 F2dzy R I RA NX
contempoiry statementsaying why she made that choice. It was one of the places where Victor

D2t fl yOl KIR | fNBIRe aSSy &adFFSNAy3dIsZ AlG KIFIR 06SSy
report mentions that it was the headquarters of the Regional CommissioneAdidury, another

person whom she knew. | suspect that with the obvious need in Dusseldorf and the good contacts
GKSNBI aKS glFayQid LINBLINBR (2 61aidsS GAYS 02y airRSs
choice of Dusseldorf therefore probablems from the Cabinet decision in June 1946 to create the

new Land of North Rhiré/estphalia and make Dusseldorf its capital. And although | have seen

copies of the Cabinet and military documenggordng that decision, none of them gives a reason

for it.

Ldzii GKIFGQa 2yfe 2yS AARS 2F (KS ai2NBo 28 3K2df
w S | R AlyfrigKtévell have been Sheffiela city of similar size with similar connections to mining

and heavy industry. Mr Asbury was a former Sheffielahcillor,and OO2 NRAYy 3 (2 t K2S06 S
biographerhe tried to set up a linketween those citie® ¢KIFG RARYQG KIFLIWISYyT (K
did. Why?

Thathas a simple answeythe personality of Phoebe Cusden, and her commitment to international
peace and friendship, and her decisive and rapid action in response to need, coupled with the
coincidences that meant she already had contacts at least with Lord Pakenham and Mr Asbury, and
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probablyalso Victor Gollancz and General Collitisll the otherevents | have mentioned had
happened, buPhoebe had overlooked therhdoubt if Reading would have responded at alll.

Life in Dusseldorf

LGQ& LINPOlFoOofe @g2NIKgKAES (2 221 FG az2y$sS 2F (KS
that time.

Thefirsth SOS 2F SOARSYOS LQ@S F2dzy R Aa I NBLERNI Ay
the SPD, to its members in exileBritain¢ which has been put on the Internet by the Friedrich Ebert
Foundation In September 1946, just before the eventavé mentioned, it reported on a

Dusseldorf secondary school with 486 pupils. 93 of them were absent because of illness and
malnourishment. 28.5% of them had no fathers, 25% could not afford to pay for school meals, three
guarters of them had nothing toas before coming to school, and the majority brought no food with

them. Of the 393 who did get to school, 219 had no jacket, 339 no warm underclothing, and 341 no

shoes. 68 of them lived in bunkers, and 265 in rubble, basements or overcrowded quarters.

Q@S |t NBFRe YSyiliAz2ySR +#AOG2N) D2f fchogoioom &Gl G§SYSy
calories per day. There are various figures quatedifferent sourcesbut none of them suggest
adequate food even by the standards of British food rationintpat time.

Phoebe Cusden visilBUsseldorf

The next thing to happen was that Lord Pakenham was appointed Chancellor of the Duchy of
Lancastein April 1947 It may not be obvious to you, but that meant that he was in overall charge
of the British occupabn zones in Germany and Austgareviously, at the War Office, | presume
the focus was more on the military side. Almost at once he went to Germany, and he went to
Disseldorf, where he met Konrad Adenaget that time, the leader of the CDU in Norfthine
Westphalia. We read that:

FGGAGdzRSAT AF y20 O2yRAGAZ2YyasS (221 KAY ol 01
AdzFFSNAY3I FNBY . NARGAAK Nz SQT odzi GKA& GAYS ¢

WL g1 & FAEESR 6A0GK B BIFSARAHEAOBS/ RRYBIARY (RS
wrote in his autobiographyAvowed Inten® WL (2fR GKS OKAfRNBYy 27
Kdzy INEZ 32YS 2F GKSY TFILAYGAYI Ay Oflaaz aySgoe
82 dzZQNB | 0 & 20f SdzILINPRIZRNI2FK (0 SiA2y 3 DSNXY I Y& 0 Q

Phoebe Cusden announced her planned visit to Dusseldorf at the end of May. There were two

public reactions | know of; the Church Council of Tilehurst sent a letter of support, and the Reading

branch of the British Legion exm®ed its view that people in Reading should be helped first, even if

they were notexda SNIDA OSYSy @ aNBR /dzaRSYy NBALRYRSR (2 GKAZ
from the British Legion sounds to me as if they realised they had gone a bit too far.

WilK [2NR tF{SYKFIYQa adzLIlR2NIZ FyR GKIFIG 2F wS3IAzyl
comparatively little trouble in organising a trip to Dusseldorf. But there were still problems. She

could take along her Mayoress, her daughter Barbara, then in her easlgriDtaking a short break

between leaving Cambridge and starting teacher training. But Barbara tells me that to begin with

08/05/2009 Pagel6 of 45



The History of the Reading Dusseldorf Association -2940®

G§KSNBE 6SNB adzaasSadairzya GKIEG ' f0SNI O2dzZ RyQi 0O2YS
that was soon solved. They neetlen interpreter, and Albert was well qualified after having lived in

Germany for six years, even if most of that was as a prisoner of the Kaiser. And they also took along

a reporter fromthe Berkshire ChronicleThey went on 6 August, argfayedin Dusgldorf for a

week or so

They were welcomed by the Oberblirgermeister, Josef Gockeln. He had onbfffeeddor just over
a month; his predecessor Dr Karl Arnold had just taken over as Prime Minister of the new Land of

North RhineWestphalia, and he alsoet Phoebe.

il r, i L T
i Unger Gast aus Reading -
ter] 'Wir erwiihaten in der lettten ‘Ausgabe, dad die
Jn- | OberbGrgermeisteris ,von mit Gemahl und
Js- |Toolter - im  Rheinbaha festiich +emplangen
ore | Wunde. Scdamn betichieten wir Ober die Begrifung
In- | Unserer .emglischen: Glste im Ddseeldorfer Stadt-
on | Parlament. Am Dienstag besuchte Prau Cuzden, von
te: | Oberst Malcolm begletiet, mehrere Schulen, um sich
fie | Uber die Durchfdhrung der ‘Schulspaisung ru unter
Le- | Tichtan, . Oberschulrat Meurer érlbuterty, dad 70000
art | Garch dia Spelwung erfaBt werden. Weiters Besuche
sal | galtan den Kindergirten in der Barackeneledlung an
nd |der UlmensiraBe und an der EisgellerstraBe, ferner
w. | dem J ndlager Dufsburg und einém Treffen von:
P in Neub Am Mittwoch fdhrte Majdr
. |Lee die ‘Giste sus Rsading durch die Bunkeér und'
Notwohmungen mehrarer Stedttelle. Abh dem Rumd-
gang, nahman vop der V. tung Stadtdireklor
or | Reusch uad Direktor Glock ‘tell. Besonders. tisfen
o Bindruck hinterllefen der Schulbunker an der
: MiosterstraBe und; die werstdrte Schule am Rather
,“;. Kreusweg. Freu Oberbirgermesisterin Cudden gab
ip | r_ Ersteanen darlber ‘Ausdruck, deS ‘es in den
"0 letsten wwel.Jahren nichi gelungen sei, die nicht
@ lalleu stark beschidigte Schule T‘ Kreuzweg' aus-
' rubessern, Auch. Notquartieren /und. behelfsmifig
2§ reparierten . Wohnungen brachis Frau .Cusden viel
. |Interesse enigegen. Am Domme wurden ein'
~ | Chemisches Laboratorium, ded Polizeiprisidiom und
it Stadtvarordastin. Der. Prakey. v e e
Ba|m o n. & ‘fahree die eng-
ie| lischen: Giiste in Il’fdunﬂovom und Kunkonhlu:g.
i6 | Zum Abend hattsn Oberbdrgermeister Gockelm und
ie | Frau Gemahlid die englischen und auch einen Kreis
18 | deutecher Giste in das Betirgther Schlo8 zu ‘einem
rt{ Imbi8- géladen, A 7 '
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The local paper, the Rheinische Post, described her programme: on Monday she visited the City
Council, on Tuesday feeding stations at schools, nursery schools and a youth camp, on Wednesday
shelters and emergency housing, on Thursday anita laboratory, the police station and the

harbour, and on Friday factories and hospitals. Quite a whirlwind for a lady of 60.
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